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A n d y  T h o m p s o n  c a r r ie r
ON A FAMILY TRADITION IN 
FOOTBALL THAT GOES BACK 
NEARLY 5 0  YEARS.
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Get in where you fit in
“ S in c e  I ’v e  b e e n  a  j u n io r  in  h ig h  s c h o o l , I ’v e  n e v e r  r e a l l y  b e e n  t o l d  w h a t  p o s it io n  I w as  
g o in g  t o  p u *y . It ’s  a lw a ys  b e e n  w h a t  t h e  t e a m  n e e d e d . I ’v e  n e v e r  h a d  s e t  in  m y  m in d  w h e r e  I
SHOULD BE PLAYING.”
B y  C h a d  D u n d a s
I n the fall of 1998, Eastern Washington head coach Mike 
Kramer sat in the Thompson 
family living room in Walla 
Walla, Wash., and told Andy 
Thompson he could see him 
playing strong side linebacker 
in the Big Sky Conference. 
Andy Thompson, then a high 
school senior, just smiled and 
nodded at the man.
When the coach’s recruiting 
trip was over and Kramer had 
left, Thompson looked at his 
parents and said: “Well, I 
guess I’m not going there.” 
Why would he? Thompson 
was 6 feet 2 inches, 185 
pounds and a standout high 
school quarterback. The lion’s 
share of small universities in 
the Northwest were courting 
his skills and a few of the 
major schools were showing 
some mild interest. 
Linebacker? Kramer was obvi­
ously off his rocker.
Eventually, the University 
of Montana Grizzlies won the 
recruiting battle over Andy. 
Kramer’s Eagles were left out 
in the cold.
Both moved on. Not long 
after, Kramer split EWU for 
the Montana State Bobcats 
and is currently in the process 
of turning around a program 
that once seemed on the verge 
of collapse. Andy Thompson? 
Well, Andy starts for the Big 
Sky’s best defense ... at strong 
side linebacker.
“I won’t give the guy any 
credit,” jokes Mark Thompson, 
Andy’s dad. “But Mike Kramer 
predicted it.”
In Grizzly country, where 
giving the ’Cats credit (at least 
publicly) could get you hanged, 
it might be safer to think of 
Kramer’s premonition as just a 
lucky guess. It doesn’t seem 
possible, after all, that anyone 
could predict the places on the 
field Andy’s college football 
career would take him.Family Matters
When it comes to football 
tradition, the Thompson family 
can match pedigrees with just 
about any clan in the region.
Andy’s grandfather, Roy, 
started coaching at Astoria 
High School in Oregon in 1952. 
He went on to win the Beaver 
state’s prep championship in 
1961 with Roseburg High 
School and eventually wound 
up at Sprague and KcKay 
High Schools in Salem, Ore., 
after a stint with Whitman 
College.
Mark Thompson played cen­
ter at the University of Oregon 
for two years. He snapped the 
ball to quarterbacks Dan Fouts 
and Norvell Turner, who in 
turn threw the ball to a wide 
receiver named Bobby Moore. 
Moore would later change his 
name to Ahmad Rashad.
. The coaching staff at
Oregon at the time 
was a who’s who of 
future football great­
ness with the likes 
of John Robinson,
George Seifert,
Gunther
Cunningham and 
Bruce Synder on 
board.
After graduation,
Mark started coach­
ing high schoolers in 
Medford, Ore., in 
1975. Just four 
years later, he 
caught on as offen­
sive line coach at 
Portland State, 
under Mouse Davis, 
the inventor of the 
run-and-shoot 
offense. Davis 
taught his offense to 
people like Hawaii’s 
June Jones, former 
Houston Oilers 
coach Jack Pardee,
NFL journeyman 
and current HBO 
television personali­
ty Jerry Glanville 
and the Denver 
Broncos’ Mike 
Shanahan.
Future NFL quarterback 
Neil Lomax played at PSU 
during Mark Thompson’s 
three-year stint there. When 
Davis took a job with Roger 
Theder’s program at the 
University of California, Mark 
Thompson left for the state of 
Washington.
Coincidentally, the man who 
took over for Davis at PSU was 
a guy named Don Reed.
In 1981, while Reed was 
still five years away from revo­
lutionizing Grizzly football — 
and by extension, the entire 
Big Sky Conference — Mark 
began coaching at Walla Walla 
High, where he still mentors 
the O-line. He also owns his 
own insurance business.
The Thompson brothers — 
Andy, older brother Matt and 
younger brother David — 
became mainstays at Walla 
Walla High’s practices as soon 
as they were old enough to be 
trusted on the sidelines. Mark 
says Andy became a ball boy at 
age 6 and never really left 
practice until he graduated 
from WWHS 12 years later.
“Andy was always very 
aggressive,” Mark says. “He’s 
always been on the sidelines. 
He knew all the coaches ... It’s 
always been a family deal 
because the coaches around 
here at the time made it a fam­
ily thing.”
Matt Thompson, who went 
on to blaze a trail to UM for 
his brother as a Griz wide 
receiver from 1997-99, remem­
bers that Andy’s interest in 
football always outdistanced 
his own.
“Football was always num­
ber one for Andy,” Matt says. 
“As kids, we used to go to prac­
tices after school, I’d always
get bored after an hour or so 
and start making a fort out of 
the tackling dummies. Andy 
would always be spotting the 
ball for the offense or getting 
water for the guys.”
As kids, both Andy and 
Matt attended regional sum­
mer sports functions, like Mac 
Bledsoe’s All-Northwest 
Football Camp. There they 
received instruction from pros 
like Fred Biletnikoff, Ronnie 
Lott, Chris Chandler, Warren 
Moon and Drew Bledsoe.
“I learned a lot from all 
those guys,” Andy says. “At the 
time, they were so personable 
that you didn’t really think 
about (their fame). You just 
think about them as another 
coach. But when you look back 
on it and you’re really thankful 
that you were fortunate 
enough to have guys like that 
around.”
When Andy got his own shot 
to play at Walla Walla High 
School, he immediately took 
over quarterback duties for the 
freshman team. Matt 
Thompson, a senior at the 
time, recalls that Andy’s frosh 
team only lost one game. It 
was doubly impressive, Matt 
says, because Andy was also 
calling the plays.
“Halfway through the sea­
son the coach just said, You 
call them.’ So Andy is basically 
the offensive coordinator on 
the field,” Matt says. “He only 
made one bad call that season. 
On a fourth-and-two at a cru­
cial point in a game he decided 
to throw a fade and overthrew 
the receiver. My dad and 
grandfather gave him an ear­
ful.”
Competition for playing 
time as a quarterback was stiff 
at Walla Walla. Andy was a
year behind Jared Jones, who 
went on to be a Parade All- 
American and attend Florida 
State. Jones later transferred 
to Oregon State and also plays 
baseball for the Seattle 
Mariners in the summer.
Andy says he wasn’t frus­
trated spending most of his 
.high school years as a backup. 
He saw plenty of action on 
defense and his friendship 
with Jones was too strong to 
harbor any bitterness.
“He was my best friend,” 
Andy says. “We learned a lot 
from each other ... I think just 
waiting for your chance was 
my story in high school. My 
senior year was my time to 
play quarterback and be a 
leader on the team.”
When Jones graduated,
. Andy took over and performed 
admirably. His senior year he 
passed for 2,600 yards and 26 
touchdowns. He broke Drew 
Bledsoe’s record for single­
game touchdown passes with 
six. He was named first team 
all-state and the Big Nine 
Conference’s “Offensive Player 
of the Year.” At the same time, 
playing at safety, he led the 
team in tackles. He had a 
school-record 26 in one game.
The colleges came calling. 
When Andy settled on UM, 
with Matt already a Grizzly, 
Montana’s coaching staff said 
they didn’t know what position 
they wanted him to play.
“The coaching staff was 
always very realistic about it,” 
Mark Thompson says. “They 
told him they didn’t know what 
he’d be. They recruited him as 
an athlete. They said his thing 
would be to just feel it out and 
see where he fit.”
At the time, no one knew 
how right those coaches were.
Finding out where Andy fit 
would turn into a three-year 
ordeal.
Compromising Positions 
Andy came into Montana as 
a quarterback, expecting to 
redshirt, learn the offense and 
see very few reps, even in prac­
tice. But two weeks after he 
arrived in Missoula, a shoulder 
iryury to safety John Hefty left 
the Griz shorthanded in the 
defensive secondary. Andy was 
the obvious choice to fill-in, 
burning his redshirt year in 
the process.
“It was one of those things 
where I was just content to be 
getting on the field,” Andy 
says. “I think if you ask every 
freshman who comes in, every­
body wants to play. At the time 
I really wanted to do it. I had 
my brother here and I wanted 
to play with him, that was a 
big thing. Looking back right 
after the season I wish I would 
have redshirted.”
Once Hefty recovered and 
the Griz secured the secondary, 
Andy didn’t get regular playing 
time at safety. The following 
year, Mick Dennehy’s outgoing 
coaching staff asked him to 
move back to quarterback. 
Andy jumped at the chance 
and, through appealing to the 
NCAA, got his redshirt year 
back.
“Looking back on it now, 
that redshirt year is huge,” 
Andy says. “If I was a junior 
this year everything would be 
totally different for me. But 
now I have two more years and 
it’s exciting. You’re only going 
to get better.”
Last season, the incoming
coaches gaye ApHv a shot -----
C o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  8
Starting linebacker Andy Thompson shoves off a St. Mary's blocker.
—...... .......... .....
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Montana vs. Weber State 3
Backups to take stage when Griz battle Weber
Carl H ennell 
GameDay Kaimin
Although Saturday’s Griz 
game against Weber State 
could be dubbed the “battle of 
the backups,” points could 
come at a dime a dozen.
Both starting quarterbacks 
will probably nurse injuries on 
the sidelines as both defenses 
try to cover up their weakness­
es.
The Griz (5-0, 8-1) defense 
has been the team’s bread and 
butter in a conference full of 
offensive firepower, but the 
secondary is currently pocked 
with injuries. And WSU (-2-4, 
3-6) is second in the Big Sky 
Conference in passing.
“We’re pretty thin on 
defense and a little nicked-up 
in the secondary right now,” 
said Griz coach Joe Glenn (21- 
3). “We lost Joel Rosenberg. 
Vernon Smith won’t play. 
Johnnie (Peeples) isn’t practic­
ing this week. And when you 
don’t practice all week, it 
shows come game time.”
Fortunately for the Griz, the 
quarterback responsible for 
leading the Wildcats to a sec­
ond-ranked passing attack will 
be on the bench. Insert the 6-6 
sophomore Tate Bennett, who 
has completed only 40 of 85 
passes for 473 yards with five 
interceptions and three touch­
downs, and it’s a good bet the 
Griz will see a heavy dose of 
senior running back Johnnie 
Gray III.
At 5-9, 180-pounds, Gray 
averages more than 200 yards 
per game. His 1,259 rushing 
yards places him second in the 
conference and seventh in the 
nation. And with 41 receptions, 
he is WStPs primary receiver.
“He faster than the dick­
ens,” said Glenn. “The thing he 
can do that’s scary is he can 
just about out-athlete anybody 
on the whole field. He’ll start 
right, he’ll stop in front of an 
outside zone, then reverse his 
field and beat everyone around 
back to the comer and run 75 
yards for a touchdown and 
nobody else can catch him.
He’s an incredible athlete.”
mm_
m o n lM ip l a d u lt 
( 4 o l ^ T $ S r
don't drink and driue."
uju)tu.mostofus.ofg
prevent drinking and driving
13  MINUTES YOU COULD 
WADE THROUGH 5 RAGES.
Lift tickets are $5 off if you buy before 
opening day. Call 5 4 9 -9 777 or visit 
montanasnowbowl.com for details.
Campaign support from Montana Deparment o f  Transportaion • Montana Safe Kids Safe Communities 
♦Data source: 2001 Montana Young Adult A lcohol Survey 
A N Y  A M O U N T OF A LC O H O L M AY BE ILLEGAL OR DANGEROUS
Photo by Anne Sherwood
PAINLESS STEEL TATTOO
“ Voted Missoula’s Best Tattoo Parlor Six Years”
“Award Winning Published Artists”
Gray is in 
front of 
Yohance 
Humphrey by 
80 rushing 
yards this 
season. With 
1,179 rushing 
yards, 
Humphrey 
needs 99 
yards to break 
his 1999 sin­
gle-season 
UM rushing 
record. With 
241 career 
points, he is 
39 points 
away from the 
UM record.
WSU is 
last in the 
conference in 
rush defense, 
allowing more 
than 250 
yards per 
game, and sec- 
ond-to-last in 
total defense.
The Griz are second in the 
conference in rush defense and 
third in total defense.
“They’re going to get 
Johnnie Gray the ball,” said 
Glenn. “He is the premier 
offensive player in the league, 
as far as everything he does. I 
think the real key for us is to 
contain him. If he rushes for 
140 yards and gets another 45 
through the air, it might be 
more than we can withstand.
Yo Humphery jukes an Eastern Washington defender.
“I’m hoping that after they 
bus to Butte and stay there 
Thursday night, then come 
over to Missoula Friday, by the 
time kickoff comes Saturday, 
after their four-overtime win 
last Saturday, that wears on 
them a little bit,” Glenn said.
UM leads the series 28-11 
and has won 10 of the last 12 
meetings.
The last time the Wildcats 
ventured to Missoula, in 1999, 
the Griz mauled them 81-22
Peet McKinney/GDK
T W ®  S i & tH&TrS
O F  M O N T A N A
GO GQXZ1
Come Try Missoula's Best New Restraunt
* Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner •
G re a t Patio  Beer &  W ine
Downtown @ 127 W. Alder 327-8438
and out-gained them 717 to 
232 yards.
“(That) was the longest 
afternoon in my life,” said 
WSU coach Jerry Graybeal.
Last year, the Griz escaped 
with a 30-28 victory after WSU 
scored two second-half, special- 
teams touchdowns. Humphrey 
rushed for 197 yards and three 
touchdowns.
“The one thing about 
Montana is that they always 
find a way, and have a tremen­
dous will to win,” said 
Graybeal. “They are as good a 
home team as there is in the 
country and have some of the 
best, if not the best, fans in 
Division I-AA.”
F ly  Fishing  
Guide School
During Spring Break March 1 7-23
WE PROVIDE EXTENSIVE GUIDE TRAINING DURINi 
A WEEK LONG GUIDE SCHOOL. WEEK INCLUDES:
•Guiding Techniques for 
both Alaska and lower ‘IS
•High Job Placement 
Assistance. (Average Pay 
$2,WO/Mo)*
•Fly Fishing Training 
•Fly Casting 
•Fly Tying 
•Jet Boat Training 
•Room and Board 
•CPR Certification
. Call
M i T m U M T ,
U of M
(Students & Faculty)
t f S S S O U C q
<m
SALAD
I C O M P A N Y .
SOUP SALAD PASTA'
G A M E  TIM E
(Hours of Operation)
11*00 AM - 9*00 PM M-F 
11*30 AM - 8*00 PM SftS
MSC
(Missoula Salad Company)
I  SALAO
COMPANY.
SOUP SALAD PASTA’
S H O W  U S  Y O U R  
G R I Z  C A R D  A M D  
G E T  $ 1 .0 0  O F F  IM 
N O V E M B E R
1ST QTR 
2ND QTR
G A M E  P L A N
* 56 ITEM FRESH SALAD BAR
* THREE HOMEMADE SOUPS 
HALFTIME * GRAB SOME GREAT FOCACdA ROLLS 
3RD QTR * HOT PASTA A SAUCES
41HQTR * SPUD BAR WITH TOPPINGS
B O O K  Y O U R  
C H R IS TM AS  
P A R T Y  MOW!
1609 WEST BROADWAY <JUST WEST OF MCDONALDS) 829-9555 • EAT IN OR TAKE OUT!
OR BE SMtlMQ.
Get up hereI
MOSTsiWMTMM SOCIAL ft u ft MS FtOJtCI
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Montana
2001 Record • 9 -1 ,5 -0  Big Sky 
2000 Record • 13-2 overall, 8-0 Big Sky
Offense
Brandon Neill
Quarterback
6-3, 215-pound junior from Great Falls, Mont.
Brandon Neill is gaining fans around Missoula at a rate not seen since ... well, 
since last season when John Edwards proved himself to be capable in relief of 
Drew Miller. Here at GDK, we like the way the voice of the Griz Mick Holien said 
it when he quipped: Is there a quarterback controversy in Missoula? No, we just 
have three very good quarterbacks. We say, bring on the Wildcats. Brandon will 
dispatch them while Johnny heals his wounds.
Calvin Coleman
Cornerback
5 -1 0 ,189-pound senior from Niceville, Fla.
The Claw busted out of his ‘slump’  last weekend with an interception for a 
touchdown that changed the whole nature of the Griz’s game against Idaho 
State. It’s Calvin’s senior year and we know that with just a couple of regular- 
season games left at Washington-Grizzly Stadium, he’ll turn it on for the home 
crowd. Coleman's mission, along with the rest of the Griz secondary, will likely 
center on stopping WSU's Johnnie Gray from catching balls out of the backfield 
and also shutting down wide receiver Damon Greenberry.
1 Levander Segars Colorado Springs, Co. CB 5-9 165 FR
2 Jonathon Talmage Anaheim, Calif. WR 6-4 190 FR
3 Trey Young San Diego, Cain. FS 6-0 190 JR
4 Dave DeCoite Truckee, Calif. FS 6-1 190 SO
5 John Edwards Billings, Mont. QB 6-1 200 JR
6 Andy Thompson Walla Walla, Wash. LB 6-3 195 JR
7 Brett Staninger Missoula, Mont. QB 6-3 208 JR
8 Jefferson Heidelberger Sacramento, Calif. WR 5-9 165 FR
9 Kendall Selle Billings, Mont. QB 6-3 205 FR
'10 David Gober Anaheim, Calif. RB 5-9 175 FR
11 Vernon Smith San Diego, Calif. CB 6-1 175 SO
12 Brent Meyers Missoula, Mont. WR 6-0 195 SO
13 Calvin Coleman Niceville, Fla. CB/KOR 5-10 189 SR
14 Demetrious Williams Carson, Calif. CB 5-11 193 JR
16 Brandon Neill Great Falls, M ont QB 6-3 215 JR
17 EtuMolden Sacramento, Calif. WR/KOR 6-2 190 SR
18 T.J. Oelkers Helena, Mont. WR 5-8 170 SR
21 Yohance Humphery Eagle River, Alaska RB 5-10 190 SR
23 Kevin Edwards Spokane, Wash. S 6-2 185 FR
25 KyteScholle Parker, Co. SS 6-0 195 SO
26 Brandon Grant Los Angeles, Calif. CB 6-0. 180 FR
27 Johnnie Peeples Anaheim, Calif. CB 5-9 180 JR
28 Tyler Peterson Helena, Mont. WR 5-10 170 FR
29 Chris Snyder Spokane, Wash. K/P 6-0 190 SO
30 Tate Hanrock Salina, Kan. WR 5-10 175 FR
31 Tyler Thomas Dillon, Mont. QB 6-0 185 FR
32 Branden Malcom Santa Ana, Calif. RB 5-10 175 SO
33 Joel Rosenberg Whitefish, Mont. CB 5-10 185 JR
34 Brad Weston Hamilton, Mont. TE 6-1 220 SO
35 Tim Crabtree Denton, Mont. . S '  5-10 180 FR
36 Ryan Keltz Missoula, Mont. S 5-10 175 FR
37' Ciche Pitcher Anaconda, Mont. DE 6-4 232 SO
38 PeteHam ill' Couer D'Alene, Idaho RB 5-11' 185 FR
39 Mike Mahoney Deer Lodge, Mont. CB 5-10 170 SO
40 IkeMincy ' Wewahitchka, Fla. DE 6-2 220 JR
41 Matt Steinau El Torro, Calif. LB 6-1 220 SR
42 Blake Horgan Spokane, Wash. DT 6-3 260 FR
43 Spencer Frederick Scobey, Mont. TE 6-3 240 SR
44 John Fitzgerald Columbus, Mont. TE 6-2 ,  230 SR
47 Vince Huntsberger Libby, M ont SS 5-11 190 SR
48 Dan Orizottl Butte, M ont LB 5-11 220 SR
49 Ross Richardson Butte, Mont. DB 5-11 175 FR
50 Adam Hoge Bozeman, Mont. LB 5-11 215 FR
51 Kyter Noel - Helena, Mont. LB 6-1 200 FR
52 Colt Palmer Omaha, Neb. TE 6-1 215 FR
53 Joel Robinson. Kali spell, Mont. LB 5-11 240 JR
54 Chris Connors Butte, Mont. LB 6-2 215 FR
55 Jonny Varona Medical Lake, Wash. DT 6-3 270 FR
56 Dan DeCoite Truckee, Calif. LB 6-1 240 SR
57 Shane MacIntyre Helena, Mont. LB 6-3 195 FR
59 James White Juneau, Alaska OG 6-1 270 FR
62 Derek Decker Ballantine, Mont. OG 6-5 265 SO
63 Jory Barefield Missoula, Mont. DT 6-2 280 FR
64 Dylan Brown Miles City, Mont. OT 6-4 260 FR
65 Garth Enger Bothell, Wash. OC 6-4 250 FR
66 Brian Pelc Helena, Mont. OT 6-4 285 JR
67 Jake Pipinich Bozeman, Mont. OG 6-5 280 FR
68 Jason Frink Post Falls, Idaho OG 6-4 260 FR
70 Kevin Reese Hayden Lake, Idaho OG 6-4 280 FR
72 Dylan McFarland Kalispell, Mont. OT 6-6 275 SO
73 Thatcher Szalay Whitefish, Mont. OG 6-5 295 SR
74 Beau Hart Lake Oswego, Ore. OT 6-6 250 FR
77 Jon Skinner Dillon, MonL OT 6-7 315 SO
78 Drew MacQueen Pottersville, NJ OT 6-4 260 FR
81 RoryZikmund Harlowton, Mont. W R/KOR 5-10 185 JR
82 Mark Spencer Fallbrook, Calif. P 6-5 190 JR
83 Dane Oliver Monmouth, Ore. WR 5-9 165 SO
84 Connor Molloy Helena, Mont. TE 6-5 215 FR
85 RandynAkiona Waipahu, Hawaii WR 6-0 180 JR
86 LaShawn George Anaheim Hills, Calif. WR 6-2 185 FR
87 Kevin McCutcheon Helena, Mont. WR 5-11 160 FR
88 JeffRenevier Orange, Calif. WR 5-10 175 JR
89 JaTon Simpson Bellflower, Calif. TE 6-5 215 FR
90 Curt Colter Hysham, Mont. NT 6-2 285 JR
91 Tim Bush Kellogg, Idaho DE 6-3 240 SO
93 Chris Orwig Prairie Village, Kan. DT 6-4 240 FR
95 John Cahill Billings, Mont. DT 6-2 250 SO
97 Herbert Fernandez San Diego, Calif. DE 6-4 225 JR
98 Jason Francis Spokane, Wash. NT 6-2 250 SR
99 Alan Saenz Newport Beach, Calif. DT 6-2 260 FR
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Honestly we're still feel­
ing bad for Dane from 
last week, when he took 
that vicious, dirty hel- 
met-to-helmet hit from 
that dirty, vicious ISU 
DB. Paging
Commissioner Fullerton, 
when can we expect 
fines and suspensions 
to be leveled?
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GRIZ DEFENSE VS
Johnnie
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Word on the street is, you 
stop Johnnie Gray and 
the Wildcats are dead in 
the water, or on the artifi­
cial turf, as the case may 
be. When it comes to 
sniffing out and destroy­
ing pesky running backs, 
we don’t know anyone 
better than the elder 
DeCoite. We're not 
worried.
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I Wildcat Defense
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McFadden
52
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Swan
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Carderick
Foreman
9
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Marcus
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38
McFadden 52 Matt McFadden is 
WSU's second-lead­
ing tackier. We're not 
sure if that makes 
him good exactly, or 
just the guy who's 
willing to step up and 
do what the other 
guys won't: Hit some­
body. Matt will get his 
licks in today. Make 
'em count, Matt.
I Wildcat Offense
WR DamonGreenberry
80
TE
Mark
Larson
89
Greenberry 80 A warning to Montana: 
Beware the double 
pass. Gray throws it to 
Greenberry and last 
week WSU used it to 
notch a late-game vic­
tory. Behind Gray, 
Greenberry is the 
Wildcats' second- 
leading receiver. He'll 
get touches if UM can 
stop the run.
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Weber State
2001 Record 3-6, 2-4 Big Sky 
2000 Record 7-4, 5-3 Big Sky
Offense
Defense
Johnnie Gray III
Running back
5- 9 , 180-pound senior from Palo Alto, Calif.
Joe Glenn calls Johnnie Gray the “premier offensive performer” in the 
Big Sky Conference. Personally, our vote goes for Yo on that one, but far 
be it from us to contradict the coach. Anyway, the Weber offense pretty 
much lives and dies on the legs of JG III; he’s racked up 1,259 yards this 
season. He’s also the Wildcats' leading receiver with 41 catches. With 
the Griz secondary banged up just a bit, the big guys up front will have to 
step up and stop Gray early for UM to shut down WSU.
Spencer Sigoda
Strong Safety
6- 2, 215-pound senior from Sandy, Utah
We’re not going to lie to you, the Weber State defense has been poor 
this year. Bad. That said, Mr. Sigoda here's been the leading tackier on 
WSU's subpar squad. The way Montana throws the ball, it’s certain that 
he’ll get plenty of chances to add to his 62 tackles. Spencer also has five 
pass deflections on the year, which should be enough to keep backup 
QB Brandon Neill and the Griz wide outs on their toes. Sigoda’s forced 
two fumbles, so Yo Humphrey better take care of the ball when the Griz 
put it on the ground.
Numerical Roster
1 DeAndre’ Harrington San Diego, Calif. WR 6-2 210 So.
2 Jamaal Peterson Phoenix, Ariz. WR 5-10 170 Jr.
3 Spencer Sigoda Sandy, Utah SS 6-2 215 Sr.
4 Justin DeFour Spokane, Wash. WR 6-3 205 So.
5 Sean Lewis Orem, Utah FB 6-0 225 Fr."
6 Chris McConnell Alpine, Utah WR 6-2 185 Fr
7 Parker Morrill Roosevelt, Utah QB 6-2 180 Fr
8 Charles Boughton Saratoga, Calif. CB 6-1 185 Jr.
9 Carded rick P. Foreman Eureka, Calif. CB 5-8 180 Sr.
10 Jason Norman Glendale, Ariz. WR 6-0 175 Fr.
11 Scott Dillard Fairbanks, Alaska FB 6-0 235 So.
12 Gavin Brooks Escondido, Calif. RB 5-7 175 Fr.
13 Tate Bennett Blanding, Utah QB 6-6 220 So.
14 Tyler Gladwell Ogden, Utah QB 6-2 200 Jr.
15 Jeff Fowler Kaysville, Utah QB 6-2 192 Fr-
16 Dirk Mitchell Ogden, Utah K 5.9  145 Fr
17 Eric Lohnes Olympia, Wash. SLB 6-1 225 J r
18 DrewBott Morgan, Utah WR 5-8 160 So.
19 Ryan Wall Bountiful, Utah CB 5-10 165 Fr
20 Shannon Nowden San Diego, Calif. FS 5-10 170 Fr.
21 Kevan Hemmings Scarborough, Ontario CB 5-8 180 So
22 Johnnie Gray III East Palo Alto, Calif. RB 5-9 180 Sr.
23 Myles Cooper Ogden, Utah WR 5-7 175 Jr.'
24 Corey Pantuso Long Beach, Calif. WLB 6-2 ....... 230 Jr
25 Matt Stroshine Orem, Utah FS 6-1 190 Fr
26 Dewey Crayton Aurora, Cok). CB 5-9 T75 Fc
27 Julian Gooden - Oxnard, Calif. CB 5-9 170 Fr?"
28 George Patterson Lakewood, Calif. RB 5-11 205 S d
29 Brett Schow Provo, Utah MLB 6-2 240 s r
30 David Vincent Ogden, Utah K 5-8 150 Fr.
31 Justin Garrison Phoenix, Ariz. RB 5-11 ' 190 F r
32 Danny Liptrot Ogden, Utah SS 6-0 210 s d
33 Mac Contreras Ashland, Ore. SS 6-0 *205 Fr
34 Sylvester Daniels Layton. Utah CB 5-11 ; r l9 0  Jr-
35 Nick Choumos Tremonton, Utah RB 6-0 , ■>; 200 Pc
36 Rodregis Smith Salt Lake City, Utah WR 6-0 ------175 Fc.
37 Chris Amidan Ogden, Utah MLB 6-0 • *225 Jr.*
38 Marcus Thurman Phoenix, Ariz. CB 5-10 180 Fr'
39 Marc Ropelato Huntsville, Utah FS 5-10 ' I T  185 F r
40 Dayne Jensen Kaysville, Utah SS 6-0 190 Fr~
41 , Randy Smith Ten Sleep, Wyo. FS 5-8 1?5 So
42 Max Wagenblast Yakima, Wash. MLB 6-1 220 So
44 Brian Marquardt San Marcos, Calif. DT 6-3 h 2 270 So.
45 Matt Rickards West Valley City, Utah MLB 6-0 " 215 So.
46 Colton Swan Jerome, Idaho WLB 6-0 " 215 So
47 Nick Spurgetis Spokane, Wash. SLB 6-2 215 So
48 Jason Zur Taylorsville, Utah K 6-1 175 Jr
49 Joey Rodriguez Northridge, Calif. WR 5-9 170 Fr!
52 Matt McFadden Kanab, Utah SLB 6-2 225 So.
53 Ahmad Milby Canyon Country, Calif. OG 6-3 285 Jr "
54 Eric Jones Roy, Utah WLB 6-2 200 Fr
56 Damlon Wright Denver, Colo. OT 6-4 310 Sr
57 Kelly Kariger Morgan, Utah OT 6-6 245 So.
58 Kyle Crutcher West Jordan, Utah SLB 5-10 225 F r '
6^ Ryan Olsen Springvllle, Utah OT 6-6 255 Fr
62 David Hale Plain City, Utah O T /O G  6-6 280 Fr!
63 Nate Wilkins Hagerman, Idaho C 6-3 285 Fr
64 Jaime Parada Artesia, Calif. OT 6-5 290 So
66 Ben Olson Kent, Wash. C 6-3 285 Jr
67 Brady Fosmark Clearfield, Utah DT 6-3 240 Fr!
68 Jordan Nischan Apache Junction, Ariz. DT 6-4 230 Fr
72 Jon Newman LaCenter, Wash. OG 6-4 275 So.
73 Jason Talmage Anaheim, Calif. OG 6-5 280 F r '
74 Chris Rhodes Los Angeles, Calif. OT 6-7 280 So
76 Paul McQuistan Lebanon, Ore. OT 6-5 240 Fr
77 David Marshall Salem, Ore. OT 6-5 240 Fr!
78 Matt Hill London, Ontario OG 6-5 290 Jr!
80 Damon Greenberry New Orleans, La. WR 5-10 185 Sr
82 Ryan Nath Anaheim, Calif. WR 6-0 175 Fr"
83 Wyatt Kennah Layton, Utah p e-1 160 Fr
84 Kason McCairns Roosevelt, Utah TE 6-4 215 Fr
85 Austin Drecksel Salt Lake City, Utah WR 6-5 200 Fr!
86 Joe Blomquist Morgan, Utah TE 6-5 245 Sr
87 Luis Lujuan Phoenix, Ariz. TE 6-4 245 Fr
88 Wiley King Portland, Ore. WR 6-0 170 Fr!
89 Mark Larsen Bountiful, Utah TE 6-3 225 Sr
90 Nickie Feigner Walla Walla, Wash. DE 6-4 260 Sr
91 Colter Bolton The Dalles, Ore. DE 6-4 235 Fr!
92 Randy Spencer Nepean, Ontario DE 6-3 265 Jr.
93 Doug Walsh Tacoma, Wash. DT 6-5 275 Fr"
94 Josh Rebholz Phoenix, Ariz. TE 6-6 250 So
95 Michael Hale Plain City, Utah TE 6-4 235 So
97 Dominique Criss Upland, Calif. DT 6-1 260 Fr
98 Jonny Matich Salt Lake City, Utah DT 6-4 265 Fr
99 KiteAfeaki Salt Lake City, Utah DT 6-2 245 Fr
QB RB
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A l t ^ r l  ’Ca t s , V ik in g s , Lu m b e r j a c k s , Ea g l e s
^  •  P IC K IN G  U P  P IE C E S  O F  FA ILED S E A S O N S
Ian Costello 
GameDay Kaimin
The Montana State Bobcats 
won’t know until after their 
game against Idaho State has 
ended if their Kate-Moss-slim 
hopes of a Big Sky Conference 
title still exist. To have any 
chance of winning their first 
conference title since 1984, the 
’Cats must beat ISU and 3-6 
Weber State must upset No. 1 
and heavily favored Montana in 
Missoula Saturday.
If both MSU and Weber win, 
the ’Cats will play the Griz for 
the conference title in Bozeman 
next week.
But first and foremost for the 
’Cats championship dreams is 
getting past Idaho State.
Montana State has dropped 
its last two conference games. A 
35-28 loss to Northern Arizona 
and a 33-22 loss to Portland 
State all but did in playoff 
hopes for the Bobcats. The loss­
es have threatened to ruin an 
otherwise remarkable season 
for Montana State, but look for 
the ’Cats to be more than com­
petitive against Idaho State.
ISU comes into the match 
after falling late in the game to 
top-ranked Montana last week.
The ’Cats fading title hopes 
will rest on the shoulders of 
their defense, which will have 
to step up to contain a Bengal 
team that put up 300 yards 
passing and 28 points against 
the stingy defense of the 
Grizzlies.
If head coach Mike Kramer, 
who returns to the sidelines 
this week after sitting out a 
week on suspension for criticiz­
ing Big Sky officials, can con­
vince his ’Cats they still have a 
chance and keep them from 
watching the scoreboard, 
Montana State has a chance to 
come away with a victory.
If the ’Cats are to stay in the 
game, they will need the effort 
of running back Ryan Johnson, 
who has rushed for 1,168 yards 
and nine touchdowns this sea­
son.
GDK Prediction: 43-28 ISU.
Northern Arizona vs. 
Sacramento State
Dreams of a conference title
Be True 
to Your, 
Drool.
Visit our Brewery 
120 A Hickory S t 
406-549-2777
M-F 11:00 - 6 :00 • Saturday Noon - 5:00^
1 / 2  g a llo n  g ro w le r s  a v a ila b le  a t  th e  B r e w e r y . B o ttle s  a v a ila b le  e v e ry w h e re  else.
flOOSEDKOOL.4 SL'>
www.bigskybrew.com
George C. Rogers/GDK
Etu Molden struggles to stay in bounds against Portland State.
have faded, but don’t think that 
Northern Arizona believes the 
season is over.
Currently standing as the 
No. 2 playoff prospect from the 
Big Sky, the Lumberjacks can 
go a long way toward assuring 
themselves a spot in the play­
offs with a win over Sacramento 
State Saturday.
NAU comes into the game 
with a record of 7-2 and No. 16
in the country. Quarterback 
Preston Parsons has thrown 16 
touchdown passes this year and 
just one interception. Running 
back Marcus King has rushed 
for 1,177 yards. Sacramento 
State has come down the 
stretch limping, losing their last 
six games by a combined total of 
235-99, and things don’t look 
better for the remainder of the 
season as they close out with
G O  G R I
r i w t e -
AFUNCEVrm
9  c u rt -  2  c u rt
Karaoke B y  Solid Sound
Every Thursday and Saturday  
( S >  8 :3 o PM
Open Thanksgiving D ay!! C all about o u r “Special"
For more information 
721-5263 • 1615 Wyoming, Missoula
games against NAU this week 
and Portland State next week.
GDK thinks the only way the 
stingless Hornets can keep this 
one close is to forfeit and take 
the 1-0 loss.
NAU talked the talk but did­
n’t walk the walk against 
Montana. They are the second 
best team in the Big Sky 
Conference and could be looking 
at 15th or 16th seed in the post­
season.
GDK wonders how cool it 
would be if NAU got to come up 
to Missoula for a first-round 
playoff game.
GDK Prediction: 49-10. NAU 
into the playoffs.
Portland State vs. 
Eastern Washington
This could have been GDICs 
featured Around the Sky game- 
of-the-week if both teams hadn’t 
slipped up along the way. If one 
is to believe the media or the 
coaches, these were the two 
teams that were going to fight it 
out to help the Griz carry the 
Big Sky banner into the post­
season.
Portland State has two con­
ference losses, the Griz own the 
head-to-head tie breaker with 
the Vikes and EWU has three 
conference losses, meaning that 
any hopes of a conference title 
have evaporated for both.
The only reason to care here 
is Jesse Chapman.
The senior running back 
from Eastern Washington is 
clearly the favorite for the 
Walter Payton Award and GDK 
thinks he will win it. Chapman 
has rushed for 186.8 yards per 
game, good enough to be the 
No.l rusher in all the land.
PSU and quarterback Juston 
Wood boast the top-ranked 
passing game in the Big Sky 
but it is tough for a good pass­
ing team to beat a great rush­
ing team; they just don’t get the 
ball enough times.
GDK Prediction: Chapman 
at least 200 yards, Wood at 
least 300. 38-35 EWU.
Tailgate - Party Head Quarters
over 90 Micros - 130 domestics - 40  Imports
Dê
2105 S.Higgins
P ric e s  g o Z ^ o S y  a t  t l i is  lo c a t io n
Big Sky Powder Hound 6pk $5.99 * * * ,  
^  Sierra Nevada Celebration 6pk $5.99 * « *  
Miller Genuine Draft 12pk cans $5.99 
Bud and Bud Light 24pk $14.99 
Red Bull 3 for $5 
*Give the gift of Gas*
______________ Gas G ift Certificates Available
PHONE CARDS 1 cent per minute!! 
$10/Card 955 minutes!!
Shop 
Where Coach 
Joe Shops
We 
Aren’t 
called the' 
beer depot 
for
nothin’! <
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Montana vs. Weber State 7
Report:
Bryan Haines 
GameDay Kaimin
Today they are the Pride. 
Two years ago they were the 
Flying Dutchmen. But what­
ever Hofstra may be known 
as next year doesn’t matter, 
because to folks here at 
GameDay Kaimin, they will 
be forever be known as “the 
bastards who beat us at 
home in the pouring rain and 
freezing cold to open last 
season.”
Of course, after that 10-9 
loss, Montana went on to win 
15 straight before falling in 
the national title game to 
Georgia Southern.
Hofstra didn’t do too badly 
last year either.
The Flying Dutchmen 
went 9-4 last season, losing 
in the 1-AA quarterfinals to 
eventual champion Georgia 
Southern 48-20.
New season and new 
name, same results for 
Hofstra this season.
The Pride have won seven 
in a row since falling to 
Rhode Island 26-35 in the 
second week o f the season. 
When Hofstra beat Delaware 
in week six, it was the first 
time since 1967 that Hofstra 
upended the Blue Hens.
That seven-game winning 
streak has put the Pride at 
No.3 in the nation, right 
behind national powers 
Montana and Georgia 
Southern.
Opponents’ defenses have 
been murdered by the Pride 
this season, and all the evi­
dence points to “The Butler,”
as in Rocky Butler.
Hofstra’s Payton Award 
candidate and preseason All- 
American has ripped 
through defenses with stun­
ning efficiency this season, 
throwing for close to 2,900 
yards and a staggering 26 
touchdowns in nine games 
thus far. The senior signal 
caller has completed 174 of 
276 passes while throwing 
only three interceptions.
Butler has thrown for 
more than 300 yards in all 
but two games this season, 
including a career-high 382- 
yard, three-touchdown effort 
against the University of 
Massachusetts.
Butler’s favorite targets 
this season have been 
Kahmal Roy and Charlie 
Adams. Roy has caught 58 
balls for 1,092 yards and 13 
touchdowns while Adams has 
50 receptions, 937 yards and 
nine scores.
When Butler isn’t airing it 
out, Trevor Dimmie has been 
solid running the ball. 
Dimmie has rushed 129 
times for 597 yards and nine 
touchdowns.
With Butler doing his best 
to make sure that the Payton 
Award does not go to a run­
ning back this season, 
Hofstra’s offensive numbers 
have been ridiculous.
The Pride is averaging an 
absurd 38.1 points per game. 
St. Louis Rams, eat your 
hearts out. Hofstra has 
scored more than 40 points 
three times this year, includ­
ing an arena-football-like 51- 
44 win over Maine 
University.
Come enjoy this historical private 255 acre ranch 
This beautiful property was designed by 
Frank Flovd Wright in 1909.
This location has a choice picture perfect setting. 
Whether you enjoy it’s fhiit trees in blossom, 
a variety o f  old growth trees, wild flowers, 
wildlife viewing, or the open beautiful meadow fields. 
C lose  to L ost Trail Ski A rea  
O p e n  y e a r  r o u n d  
Great for Individuals, Families, 
Weddings/Receptions, Reunions, and Groups 
Check out our web page for great Ski/Stav Packages. 
2 0 %  off  W i n t e r  s t a y s
Discount not to be used with anv other special packages. 
Full tim e book in g  agent on  staff 
for  m ost o f  vour book in g  needs.
‘ACpine Meadows Guest ‘Ranch &  Retreat 
469 Bunkhouse Rd. *Darby MT, 59829 
Phone/Fax: 406-821-4486* Toll Free: 1-877-243-4486 
Web: www.alpinemeadowsranch.com 
Email: info@alpinemeadowsranch.com
It’s a good thing that 
Hofstra is scoring more than 
Wilt Chamberlain did, and 
GDK doesn’t mean on the 
basketball court either, 
because its defense has been 
less then stellar.
The Pride have not taken 
too much pride in stopping 
people, giving up close to 24 
points per game and 400 
yards in offense to teams.
When tackles are made, 
and judging by opponents’ 
offensive numbers it doesn’t 
happen often, Todd 
DeLamielleure has been in 
on a lot of them. The senior 
linebacker has made 100 
total tackles, 57 of them on 
his lonesome. DeLamielleure 
is a graduate student from 
Duke, and a smart one at 
that. First of all, he trans­
ferred from the laughing 
stock of D -l football to one of 
the top teams in D-2. 
DeLamielleure is also pretty 
good at reading quarter­
backs’ eyes as well, as he 
showed in picking off three 
passes.
GDK loves the numbers 
that the Pride are piling up 
on offense, but that shaky 
defense will not cut it come 
playoff time. If the holes are 
not plugged in their defense, 
it could be a short trip for 
head coach Joe Gardi’s Pride.
www.kaimin. org
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Get in where you fit in
“T h a t  w a s  a  d r e a m , t h a t  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  I a l w a y s  w a n t e d  t o  d o . W it h  t h e  c o a c h e s  s a y in g  ‘W e
TH IN K  YOU CAN BE T H E  Q U A R TER B A C K , O R  AT LEAST C O M P E T E  FO R  T H E  J O B . '
Y e s , I WAS VE R Y E X C IT E D ."
Peel McKinney/GDK
Andy Thompson watches the offense drive against St. Mary’s.
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  2
play QB and, with injuries to 
starter Drew Miller, Andy 
actually served as backup for 
six games. He never saw the 
field, which preserved his red- 
shirt year, but had to be game- 
ready every week.
“I was excited about it,” he 
says. “That was a dream, that 
was something I always want­
ed to do. With the coaches say­
ing ‘We think you can be the 
quarterback, or at least com­
pete for the job.’Yes, I was very 
excited.”
The end of the 2000 season 
saw junior John Edwards with 
a firm grip on the starting 
quarterback job and two 
Division I transfer QBs coming 
into UM. On the other side of 
the ball, with the graduation of 
senior Adam Boomer, there 
was a vacancy at outside line­
backer. The coaches again 
asked Andy to switch positions, 
this time to Boomer’s SAM 
’backer spot. Andy was more 
than ready to make the move.
“Since I’ve been a junior in 
high school, I’ve never really 
been told what position I was 
going to play,” he says. “It’s 
always been what the team 
needed. I’ve never had set in 
my mind where I should be 
playing.”
Joe Glenn’s coaching staff 
had installed a new defensive 
scheme that rendered most of 
what Andy had learned as a 
freshman safety useless. He 
set about learning the play- 
book (again) and by the end of 
spring ball had emerged as the 
starting strong side linebacker.
“It’s been going well for the 
most part,” he says. “I’ve just 
been concentrating on getting 
better every week. Every 
Saturday I learn something 
new.”
Andy says he’s happy to be 
playing as a sophomore. He 
contends he’s come to a point 
where he doesn’t even miss the 
offensive side of the ball. Now 
he uses the knowledge he 
gleaned from playing quarter­
back against rival signal 
callers.
The Thompson family is 
doing its part to keep the fami­
ly tradition rolling. Little 
brother David is a senior wide 
receiver and defensive back at 
Walla Walla High. The team 
just won its first playoff game.
The Thompson parents 
wake between 4 and 5 a.m. 
Saturday mornings to drive to 
Missoula to watch Andy play. 
At this point in Andy’s career, 
Mark Thompson says he’s pret­
ty much content to play the 
roll of supportive father rather 
than high school coach.
“I’ll only help him if he asks 
me to,” Mark says. “We play 
(high school) games Friday 
night, so it’s always very relax­
ing to come over on Saturday 
and just sit in the stands and 
watch.”
Andy says he hopes to one 
day be the third generation of 
Thompson football coaches. He 
thinks his experience at differ­
ent positions can only help any
future career in that vein.
For now, though, he’s got 
two more seasons in a 
Montana uniform to worry 
about. It begs the question: 
Has Andy Thompson finally 
found his place in Montana
football? As a strong side line­
backer of all things?
“I hope so,” he says. “But if 
not, whatever. That’s been col­
lege for me.”
E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e :
Game Day Kaimin is a free football program put together by the staff of the 
Montana Kaimin, the student newspaper of the University of Montana, It’s stu­
dents writing about students. Don’t be fooled by imposters. If you have a sug­
gestion or would just like to drop us a line, we'd appreciate it. Call 243-4310. 
We're listening.
—Chad Dundas
G a m e D a y  K a im i n  S t a f f
E d i t o r : C o n t r i b u t o r s :
C h a d  O u n d a s  Ia n  C o s t e l l o ,
B r y a n  H a i n e s
M a n a g i n g  E d i t o r : C a r l  H e n n e l l
C o u r t n e y  L o w e r y  P h o t o  e d i t o r
P e e t  M c K in n e y
C o p y  C h i e f :
J e s s i e  C h i l d r e s s  
P h o t o g r a p h e r s  :
M i k e  C o h e a
B M M M F S
In the stadium|at our University Center fibre, or online, 
The BookstorPi your source for everything Grizzly.
BOOKSTORE
at THE UNIVERSITY of MONTANA
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